Family is Everything

A baby lived on the streets with his biological parents. The biological parents were requested to seek alternative accommodation in order to prevent the child from being removed.

The biological mother then moved with the child concerned, but returned to the streets shortly thereafter. The child concerned had to be removed from the care of the biological parents and was placed in a temporary safety placement. The assistance of SAPS officials had to be utilized as the baby clung to the biological mother during the removal process. What made the process challenging was the fact that the baby as well as the biological parents were emotional and distressed. Community members and friends (about 15 members) of the biological parents made threats of wanting to attack the social workers during the removal process. The fact that the biological parents as well as their friends/ community members made use of substances placed more strain on the removal process as the biological parents were incapable to assess that the removal process is in the best interest of the child concerned. The assistance of the SAPS officials assured that the workers’ safety was upheld.

In the end family members expressed willingness to care for and accommodate the child concerned. The family members were screened and assessed to be fit and able to care for the child concerned. The child concerned was then legally placed in the care of the family members.
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